94        WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
elephant is to an elephant or a human body is to a
man This wonderful attachment to the body ansmg
out of ignorance keeps this wheel of birth and death
eternally going Of all births a paiticular creature
likes the particular body which it has taken in the
particular incarnation A man likes a human birth,
an elephant is pleased with its birth as an elephant
and so on At the same time everyone craves foi
evolution and attainment of unalloyed bliss This is
common for all created beings
Birth as a man is superior because he has the
power to discriminate and decide for himself He
knows himself and others and he is endowed with
finer emotions of love, faith, shame, decency, non-
injury, etc An animal is devoid of intelligence, me-
mory and knowledge Therefore birth as an animal
is not desirable
The life of a man who is not endowed with dis-
crimination, knowledge of the Self, non-identification
with the physical body, faith and love for fellow-
beings, is equal to that of a beast The ignorant man
sinks in the ocean of Samsara, and takes births in
various wombs until the eye of discrimination is
opened, until he comes in contact with a guide who
is ready to take him to a higher path The ignorant
worldlv man takes birth as a dog, a cobra, a wolf or
a tiger There is no definite law as regards them
The Shastras are quite correct in their statements
It is a serious mistake to take such utterances of the
scriptures as merely figurative or metaphorical
A spiritual Sadhak who has started his life in
the Divine has no fear of birth in a lower womb   A